Globalization of the Media and the Loss of the Self Hans Küng has stated:
Only a few people-of this we can be quite certain-are capable of using the many modern opportunities of information and communication in such a way as to be able to adopt a completely independent, critical attitude in society. And even the most critical and independent person is not guided simply by the norms which he has himself discovered and substantiated by reason. For no one begins at zero. Nor is this only because he is determined by his environment, pre-programmed and driven by instinct. He belongs to a community, to a tradition. 1 I recently read that about a billion people are surfing the www. Well, how many of those surfers are drowning? Probably more than we often realize. But is that the fault of the 'technological surf '? Technology, it has been said, is a good servant, but an autocratic master. Today, it seems that many people are suffering from 'techno-stress.' Machines lead to more efficiency, but they do not return love and friendship the way people do. So if our life is surrounded by machines, we may find some other dimensions shrinking. Technology has solved many problems and increased the power of work, travel, and communication. It has also provided a comfortable environment for the modern world. But we sometimes forget that technology will not solve our ethical problems, nor compensate for the sinfulness of the human heart. Wars, greed, prejudice, theft, and other kinds of human deviance also use technology for their evil ends. Society seems more and more driven by economics and technology, while justice and ethics are often pushed aside. It has been said: "The technical ability to do something is not the same as a moral imperative to do it. …Though scientists may possess the technological ability to be gods, they nevertheless lack the wisdom to act as God."
2 Some say that technology and secularization together guarantee the de-personalization and the de-moralization of our modern/postmodern culture.
